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Xue Ju Zhou and the King of Song State

< The Mencius>

Mencius said to Dai Bu Sheng, “Do you really want your king to be a sagacious
and worthy ruler? Let me tell you this quite frankly. Suppose a Chu official here
wants his son to learn the Qi dialect, would you think he should have a native
speaker of the Qi dialect to coach him, or a native speaker of the Chu dialect to
coach him?”

Dai Bu Sheng replied, “Of course, a speaker of the Qi dialect.”

Mencius said, “Right, but you must realise that while he is taught the Qi dialect,
he is still bombarded by the noisy Chu speakers jabbering all the time around
him. In these circumstances, it is impossible for him to learn to speak the Qi
dialect even if you beat him daily to make him learn it. If you make him stay for
a few years at the Zhuang or Yu districts where the Q1 dialect is spoken, he then
won’t be able to speak his Chu dialect any more, even if you beat him daily to
make him speak it.

“You said Xue Ju Zhou was a man of high principle and you wanted him to live
in his Majesty’s palace, hoping he would set a good example for his Majesty. If
the people in the palace, be they young or old, high or low, are people of good
moral principle, his Majesty would not be able to find accomplices with whom
he does evil deeds. If none of the people serving his Majesty in the palace is an
equal of Xue Ju Zhou, where, then will his Majesty find one who can join him
to do good? So, Xue Ju Zhou alone won’t be of any use to the king of the Song
state.”
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